12/18/2015
Amec Foster Wheeler 
Location: US-AZ-Phoenix
Job Title: Environmental Biologist/Scientist

Dear Amec Foster Wheeler Human Resources Department,

I’m writing you today to express my interest for the Environmental Biologist/Scientist position at the Phoenix location. I’m excited for this position because this is the type of work that I’m passionate about. I love to identify and take pictures of plants and animals. I’ve worked on projects and helped create photographic guides for small science centers and for guides to help coworkers identify things. Along with my love of identification, I love being in the outdoors. My idea of the perfect day is spent rummaging under logs or hiking through wilderness to explore new areas and find new wildlife and plants that I haven’t seen before. I’m no stranger to using a key to identify things.

While I worked or the USFWS, I prepared many reports and did lots of data compilations for waterfowl population studies. I frequently used GIS software to map out areas and determine random sampling areas as well as georeferencing aerial photographs. I also had to do quite a bit of research on habitat use around wetlands for the USFWS Partners of Fish and Wildlife (PFW) program. As part of my time working with a post-doc student studying the life history of the endangered Mohave Tui Chub, we did comprehensive water quality analysis, mark and recapture at several sites, and determined many potential viable sites for reintroduction.

I’ve lived in Arizona for 4 years now and I’ve done quite a bit of camping and hunting in the area. This has given me a chance to familiarize myself with the flora and fauna of the area. There are still things I haven’t seen, but I’ve had so much experience identifying things, that it will only take me a short time to pick it up. I’m an expert in the mixed grass prairie or the Midwest and many families are analogous to the ones up there.  

I love to travel and work in a variety of environments. It’s incredible how diverse a state Arizona is with the ecosystems spanning from desert dunes to mountain tops, and it makes me excited to have the chance to work with professionals to further my breadth of understanding of the ecology that we live in here. I wait in anticipation to hear from you. Please let me know if I can answer any more questions, or would like further information from me. 

Sincerely,

Eric Hanson
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